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Mixed Fortunes Continue 

A very Happy New Year to you all. Unfortunately, our troubles on the pitch have continued into 2018 as 

we struggle to find some consistent form. Our amazing run in the FA Cup came to an abrupt end against 

Notts Forest in the 3rd Round but 2 trophies in 3 years isn’t a bad return. As I write, we’ve yet to play 

Chelsea in the 2nd leg of the League Cup and the Europa League knockout stages starts with our game 

against Östersunds next month with the latter tournament looking our most likely route back into the 

Champions League next season. 

London Forum 

On Wednesday 8th November the first ever London Regional Forum was held at Arsenal FC, attended by 

ADSA Secretary, Anne Hyde. This forum was organised by Level Playing Field with support from our 

association and Arsenal FC. The forum provided an opportunity for fans, clubs, Disabled Supporters 

Associations and other relevant stakeholders to network, to share their experiences and share best 

practice. 

33 delegates attended the Forum who listened to presentations from Ruth Hopkins and Kieran Reynolds 

(Level Playing Field), Alun Francis (Arsenal FC) and Anne Hyde (ADSA).  Round the Table discussions 

then took place with questions from the floor.  A tour of the disabled facilities was arranged by the Arsenal 

Disability Liaison Team which included the new Sensory Room.  To find out more about the Forum you 

can access the minutes by going to the Level Playing Field website: 

http://www.levelplayingfield.org.uk/news/arsenal-host-first-london-regional-forum 

Level Playing Field 

Level Playing Field continues to play an active role in providing a voice for all disabled supporters and if 

you’ve been to a football club recently and enjoyed a particularly good or bad experience, then you can 

leave comments on the Level Playing Field website: 

http://www.levelplayingfield.org.uk 

To leave a comment:  

• click on ‘CLUBS/VENUES’, then 
‘FOOTBALL’, the Division and then the Club   

• Scroll to the bottom of the page where this a 
section called ‘POST NEW COMMENT’   

• Complete this section and click ‘SAVE’. 
 

Level Playing Field will take up any issues that 

people have with a club. 
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Victory for disabled football supporters following Telegraph Sport 

Campaign 

Chelsea Ticket Victory 
Anyone who’s been to Stamford Bridge over the past 20 years will know how difficult it has been to (a) 

secure a ticket and (b) actually see what’s happening on the pitch. Well finally, Chelsea FC have finally 

agreed a legally binding promise that ensures they are now committed to providing minimum standards 

for disabled supporters.  Now more disabled fans can get to see games at Chelsea thanks to the Telegraph 

Sport Campaign and you can read the article here: 

Victory for Disabled Football Supporters - Telegraph Sport Campaign 
 

Whether these new seats provide an unrestricted view remains to be seen. There was a time when 

Chelsea charged a small fortune for tickets and even then, the view was often very poor so let’s hope this 

is the continuation of some improvements made in recent years. 

Ticket Availability 

I think anyone who has attended a game this season will have noticed the increasing number of empty 

seats at games and its seems this has also translated in the number of empty wheelchair spaces. As such, 

we’ve recently heard from the Disability Liaison Team (DLT) that ticket availability for the following home 

games are good.  

Disabled supporters still need to be Purple Members 

but tickets are available for upcoming league games. 

If any ADSA members would like any further information 

on availability and how to book they find information on 

the Arsenal FC website – Disabled Supporters 

Information Page. 

The club and the DLT will be doing more to market and 

publicise the availability of disabled and wheelchair tickets 

in the future.  

I think we can all welcome this move in the hope that the club can fill the stadium and get the fans behind 

the team. 

Matchday Photos 

January has provided a pretty disappointing run of results thus far. The 

highlight was our 22 minute, 4-goal blitz against Crustal Palace. The fastest 

4-goal haul in Premier League history. 

Beyond that, a 0-0 against Chelsea in the 1st Leg of our Carabao Cup tie 

was a solid performance against a side we’ve done well against in recent 

times. After all, who could forget the FA Cup Final in May? The 2nd leg 

continues on 24 Jan where the teams do battle for the right to face Man City 

in the final. This will also be the first time VAR has been used at the Emirates 

Stadium. 

Our glorious FA Cup run came to a rather ignominious end against 

Nottingham Forest earlier in the month. A frustrating afternoon was 

compounded by a penalty that should have been disallowed for a ‘double 

hit’, but VAR wasn’t used for this game. Forest played exceptionally well on 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2018/01/11/victory-disabled-football-supporters-following-telegraph-sport/
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the day and in the final reckoning, were just a bit too strong for our weakened squad. 

Hector Bellerin’s strike against Bournemouth provided the only comfort in a game we had hoped to gain 3 

points from. Going 1 up late on wasn’t enough, however, and Bournemouth struck twice late on to seal 

victory. 

Membership Cards 

Arsenal FC have now sent Anne membership cards for any ADSA member who has signed up to the 

Official Arsenal Supporters Club Scheme.  The cost of sending these out is prohibitive for ADSA so can 

we suggest that you either: 

1. send a stamped addressed envelope to The Secretary, ADSA, 223 Botley Road, Ley Hill, HP5 

1XY. 

2. Collect your card from Block 129 – Upper Tier 

If you are not sure whether you have signed up to this scheme, can you email Anne at 

arsenaldsa@btinternet.com and she will let you know if she has a card for you. 

 

Discount in The Armoury 

We have finally managed to arrange for our members to 

receive a 10% discount on items purchased in the 

Armoury.   

In order to obtain your discount you will need to produce 

both your Official Arsenal Supporters Club Member Card 

as well as photo ID (e.g. driving licence) when purchasing 

goods. 

We are still working with Arsenal FC on how members will be able to receive this 

discount online so please be patient. 

 

Members Raffle 

You will have all received an email regarding our Members Raffle and hope that 

you all decide to purchase at least one ticket.   

Tickets are £5 each – maximum of 2 per member.  Either pay for them via: 

• Internet Banking – Account: 61583808, Sort Code: 400841 or  

• by cheque by email Anne (arsenaldsa@btinternet.com) and she will email 

you the address to send the cheque to.   

Remember this raffle is for members only. 

The 1st prize is a signed 1st Team shirt which comes with a Certificate of Authenticity. 

 

Suggestions 

Please let us know if you have any suggestions as to how you would like us to take this association forward.  

The Committee are keen to hear from you. 
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